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Silent Night game returns to Taylor Unviersity
Highly-anticipated
game set for Friday
Markus Miller
Managing Editor

“One of the first days I came
to Taylor, I asked, ‘What is there
to do around here?’” Lucas
Magaldi said in a 2019 Indiana
Pacers feature on Silent Night.
“And they’re like, ‘Well, we have
Silent Night.’”
The annual basketball game,
a spectacle unique to this tiny
community in central Indiana,
has become a part of the fabric
of Taylor University.
While some people will point
to Taylor’s “intentional community” or faith-based background,
many will know Taylor from Silent Night alone. It’s been featured on ESPN’s SportsCenter,
CBS, NBC Nightly News and can
typically be found on numerous
social media accounts the nightof or the morning after the game
takes place.
Except in 2020, it wasn’t. And
for the first time in over 20 years,

this game that had become such
a unique and integral look inside the university, was abruptly halted when it was announced
mere weeks before the game
that it would be canceled due to
COVID-19.
“It was a major loss,” Josh
Andrews, men’s basketball
head coach said, “And I hated that the seniors didn’t get
one more. It’s such a tradition
within our program and within
our community.”
That said, after a year hiatus,
the excitement for Silent Night is
at an all-time high.
With online tickets being
made available weeks ago, and
the promotion of the event in
full force — it’s clear that this
Silent Night, taking place Friday, is set to be one of the most
anticipated Taylor events in recent history.
Juniors and seniors will return
to the bleachers and sidelines
in Odle Arena for the first time
since 2019 when Ryan Robinson
scored the famous tenth point
and helped lead the Trojans to

a dominant 89-50 victory over
Ohio-Chillicothe.
For freshmen and sophomores,
they’ll have a chance to experience the entire event for the first
time — from waiting outside for
indefinite hours, to swarming
into the arena with a variety of
costumes and then eventually going ballistic after the tenth point
is scored. The game has all been
stories or videos for them.
“It might have a greater sense
of joy and appreciation surrounding it — having unplugged for a
year,” Andrews said.
Now, anticipation builds as
Lincoln Christian University is
set to come to Odle Arena for the
24th annual game.
“I know last year’s cancelation
was difficult for a lot of people,
and it’ll be exciting to put on a
show for everyone in attendance,”
senior basketball player Jason
Hubbard said.
Silent Night chapel service will
be Friday, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. Odle
Arena doors will open at 4:30 p.m.
and tip-off is slated for 6 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
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Tip-off for the Silent Night game will be at 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 10.

PeRT adapts policies to low cases, vaccine mandates
Weekly updates
discontinued
Becah Schwartz
Staff Writer

On Nov. 5, the Taylor University Pandemic Response Team
(PeRT) announced that they
would be ending their weekly
emails that provided updates
of the number of COVID-19 cases
on campus.
Additionally, PeRT and campus officials continue to monitor the OSHA vaccine rule for
employees and resulting legal
cases in order to make the best
decisions for Taylor.
Potential OSHA guidelines
could include required vaccinations or mask wearing for
all employees, including student workers.
Ron Sutherland, special assistant to the president, noted that
more information will be communicated from the Human

Photograph by Jude Tepper

Ron Sutherland chats with sophomore Anna Nichols.

Resources department as this
moves forward.
Throughout the 2020-2021
school year, PeRT updated campus concerning new guidelines
set by the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) and how Taylor
would respond accordingly.
“I feel as though the PeRT updates have given me a good read
on the campus condition during

the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic,” senior Madi Turpin, previous Personnel Assistant (PA)
in Olson Hall and current PA in
Wolgemuth Hall, said. “We know
how to best plan for events and
actions that need to be taken
based on the numbers we have
received in the reports.”
The team also updated campus on the COVID-19 status for

students and faculty who were
in active isolation for testing positive and in active quarantine for
being exposed.
The number of all students,
faculty and staff released from
isolation and quarantine and
the total positive COVID-19
tests in the academic year were
also listed.
“For many weeks, our campus
has experienced declining and
low Covid case numbers,” the
Nov. 5 update said. “As a result,
we are suspending our weekly
email updates. If Covid cases rise
or guidelines change, we will resume these regular emails.”
COVID-19 cases for Taylor University as well as the surrounding Grant County have been on
a steady decline since the beginning of the year.
Prior to the Nov. 5 update, the
weekly updates sent out by PeRT
showed a consistently low number of little to no active COVID
cases for students and faculty.

Sutherland said that due to
the steady amount of communication students, employees
and parents receive from Taylor
in combination with the zero
or very low COVID cases, there
was no need for a weekly report
until there was more information available.
“The desire is to make our
communication important to
read and thus making the PeRT
communication less ‘perfunctory’ seemed helpful in that regard,” Sutherland said. “As soon
as cases were to have a meaningful change, something we
are praying does not happen,
the information will return to
being provided.”
T hou g h t he week ly up dates have been discontinued, PeRT remains to hold
the same responsibilities they
have always had; including reviewing current developments
and prog rammatic recommendations, assisting w ith

implementation suggestions,
and faci litating responses
in communication.
As always, PeRT continues to
coordinate their efforts in order to try and be consistent and
thoughtful about how the University responds to various issues
associated with the pandemic.
If students have questions regarding COVID-19 guidelines for
Taylor University’s campus, the
PeRT website remains a solid
resource. On this website, students can access information
to COVID testing and vaccination sites, as well as frequently asked questions regarding
the Covid pandemic and other
health concerns.
For further information, visit
covid19.taylor.edu.
For any questions that are
not answered on the website, reach out to the Taylor
Pandemic Response Team at
PeRT@taylor.edu.
echo@taylor.edu

Marion Health Network adds new location in Gas City
ER, outpatient
care offered

Marion Health is capitalizing on the recent growth of
Gas City with the development
of a new innovation and medical campus.
The facility will be a fully
functional hospital, equipped
with acute-care and ambulatory services. Its building
will be four-stories, 100,000
square feet and w ill sit on

a p pr ox i m a t e l y 10 0 a c r e s
of land.
Marion Health’s new location will be on the northeast
corner of Interstate 69 and
State Route 22.
“There’s a stretch of 93 miles
on I-69 where there are no
convenient options for emergency ser v ices,” Stephanie
Hilton-Siebert, CEO and president of Marion Health, said.
“This campus will meet the
need for convenient, accessible care for both travelers and
our community in southeastern Grant County.”
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Payne Moses
News Co-Editor

The new location will include the following services:
or t hoped ic/spi ne su rger y,
a rehabilitation and outpatient clinic, a family practice
medicine outpatient clinic,
mu lti-specia lt y outpatient
clinic, emergency service with
helipad, radiology, laboratory
and inpatient acute care.
Gas City Mayor Bill Rock Jr.
said he first spoke with Hilton-Siebert and Jason Miller, city engineer, about this
project in November of 2020.
In this meeting, the trio discussed and settled upon a total
Follow The Echo on
Instagram, Twitter
& Facebook
@Echo_TaylorU

investment of approximately loca l contractors, feed ing a nd ma na gement a re be $80 million for the hospital.
the welfare of Grant Coun- ing conducted by BSA LifeK ate Lyons, administra- ty’s workforce.
Structures, a national and
tive director of marketing
Project planning, design MARION continues on Page 2
and community outreach for
Marion Health, said the campus has f lexibility for expansion but will stay committed
to orthopedic and wellness
This is the final print edition of The Echo
care. Already the largest local
for the Fall 2021 semester. The next edition
employer, Marion Health will
generate an estimated 100 new
will be distributed Monday, Feb. 14, 2022.
jobs for southeastern Grant
The Echo does not print over J-term.
County at this location.
R o c k s a id he i s e x c it Good luck with finals!
ed for this development because it incorporates several
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with their start-ups
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New chain restaurants coming to Upland area
Marion, Muncie
see new growth
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

There is good news for Taylor
students looking for updated
food options in the area.
In Marion, a Popeyes and
a McAli st er ’s Deli recentl y o p e n e d , a n d i n Mu n ci e, a C hip o tl e w i l l op en
this December.
Popeyes and McAlister’s
could not be reached for comment on their restaurants but
External Communications Analyst Sally Evans responded on
behalf of Chipotle.
A family eats at the new McAlister’s Deli.
“ We’re always looking for
communities where we can partnerships, and the Mun- varying reactions to these
ser ve responsibly sourced , cie area is a great fit,” Ev- new openings.
Senior Levi White said that
c l a s s i c a l l y - c o o k e d , r e a l ans said.
Ta
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h
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e
he
enjoys McAlister’s but he
food and establish new local

type deal, maybe I’ll go with
some friends or something.”
Junior Jack Pinkston was
m u c h m o re o p e n t o th e
thought of going to all of them
and especially Chipotle, especially since he says he is used
to driving an hour for it.
According to Evans, the community has shown some excitement towards getting the
Chipotle.
One feature that students
may find convenient is their
drive through w hich will
be able to work with orders
placed online.
The restaurants of fer a
mid-level
dining experience
Photograph by Jude Tepper
between a nice sit-down and
a fast food joint. They will
doesn’t like Popeyes.
not have the same convenient
“Chipotle, maybe if I’m feel- hours as some fast food places
ing like it,” said White. “That though as they close around 8
might be a once a semester or 10 pm.

Many restaurants tr y to
connect with the community
through fundraisers or working with an established cause.
Since this Chipotle has not
opened yet, they have not established a connection like this
yet.
“Chipotle is proud to offer our communities the
opportunity to host a fundraiser with 33% of sales given back to the established
cause” Evans said. “ We offer
an in-restaurant and digital
options to accommodate
those who prefer off-premise
dining. Organizations wanting to set up a fundraiser at
the new Muncie restaurant
can reach out to us via the
Fundraising section of our
website at community.chipotle.com.”
echo@taylor.edu

Gl bal Need-to-Know
China, Eastern Europe
and New Dehli
Kyla Russell
News Co-Editor

Editor’s Note: This article
contains discussion of rape and
torture and may not be suitable
for all audiences.
There may be space between
the information students intake and the broader world of
international news. Here, read
about three global stories.
Uyghur Genocide in China
Since April 2017, Chinese authorities have detained roughly 800,000–2 million Uyghur
Muslims in internment camps.
These camps are located in
Xinjiang, China. According to
Reuters, 39 of the camps nearly
tripled in population size between 2017 and 2018.
“Most people in the camps
have never been charged with
crimes and have no legal avenues to challenge their detentions,” the Council on Foreign
Relations (CRF) said. “Often,
their only crime is being Muslim, human rights groups say,
adding that many Uyghurs
have been labeled as extremists simply for practicing
their religion.”
While in a camp, detainees
must pledge their loyalty to
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and renounce their
religion. Additionally, individuals that have escaped describe torture and prison-like
conditions within the camps.
While encamped, women experience mass rape and forced
sterilization.
Tursunay Ziawudun spent
nine months detained in a
camp. She recounted her experience to the BBC.

“They had an electric stick,
I didn’t know what it was, and
it was pushed inside my genital tract, torturing me with
an electric shock,” Ziawudun
said. “It is gang rape and the
Chinese police not only rape
them but a lso electrocute
them. They are subject to horrific torture.”
According to CRF, Chinese
officials believe the encampment of Uyghur Muslims will
reduce the threat of diversity
to Chinese religious integrity.
On Jan. 19, the f inal day
of former President Donald
Trump’s administration, the
U.S. declared the mistreatment of the Uyghur population
in China as genocide.
“I believe this genocide is
ongoing, and that we are witnessing the systematic attempt to destroy Uyghurs by
the Chinese party-state,” the
then Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said.
The Biden administration
agrees with this classification
and has upheld the previously
imposed sanctions on Chinese
authorities.
Since this classif ication,
China has continued to detain
Uyghurs.
Wa r i n A r m e n i a a n d
Azerbaijan
Armenia is located in southeastern Europe and western
Asia with a population of 3
million people.
The country is landlocked,
sharing a border with Azerbaijan. Both countries were
formerly a part of the Soviet
Republic.
The two nations share a decades-long conf lict concerning the Nagorno-Karabak h
enclave. The country is recognized as a region in Azerbaijan

but is home to roughly 90,000
ethnic Armenians.
During the fall of the Ottoman Empire in 1922, A rmen ia ns were cast out of
Turkey and f led to the disputed region. Thousands of people
were displaced and settled in
Nagorno-Karabakh.
The conf lict then surfaced
again in 1994, in the latter part
of the Soviet Union’s reign as
Karabakh Armenians demanded to be considered a part of
Soviet Armenia.
At this time, ethnic Armenians liv ing in A zerbaijan
declared independence and
a brief war broke out until a
ceasefire was reached in May.
St i l l , t her e w er e ne a r ly 600,000 people displaced
and Armenia became closel y a l i g ne d w it h t he Na gorno-K a raba k h reg ion.
Turkey offered direct support
to Azerbaijan.
This fueling proxy war fostered a regional dispute and
increased fighting in recent
years.
“This time the conf lict was
different, analysts and former
diplomats said, because Turkey had offered more direct
support to Azerbaijan, and
because of the scale of the
fighting,” a New York Times
article said. “Azerbaijan used
sophisticated attack drones
and both sides used powerful,
long-range rocket artiller y,
they said.”
The conf lict continues with
roughly 5,000 soldiers and 146
civilians dead.
New Delhi Air Pollution
New Delhi, the capital of India, is ranked the second most
polluted city in the world.
On Friday, Nov. 5, the city
re a che d t he “ h a z a rdou s”

MARION continued from Page 1

Ind ianapolis-based desig n
firm, which has experience in
fashioning hospital and orthopedic facilities.
Lyons said this Gas City site
also is a response to a need
for sports medicine care in
Grant County.
“There’s Taylor, there’s Indiana Wesleyan,” Lyons said.
“There’s a great need to have
an orthopedic and spine serv ice a rea , speci f ic a l ly i n
sports medicine.”
Dr. Charles Cossell, former
assistant team physician for
the Buffalo Bills, joined Marion Health in late September of
this year. Cossell is currently
serving as an orthopedic surgeon at South Marion Medical Park. Once the Gas City
spot opens, he will be relocated there.
Ron Sutherland, special assistant to the president, said

Photograph provided by Marion Health

Marion Health model of new hospital location.

the addition of an ER hospital
will be a great improvement
for Taylor University as well as
the surrounding community.
“We are excited to explore
ways to leverage these developments for the sake of our

students, employees and community,” Sutherland said.
On Nov. 16, the construction
began with the first ground
break, and current scheduling
has the facility operational in
late 2022.

Photograph provided by Vox

A young ethnic Uyghur Muslim fights detainment.

classification after the festival of Diwali took place. The
celebration consisted of widespread firework use.
Before the festiva l, Delhi Chief M inister A r v ind
Kejr iwa l issued a ban on
f irework s to combat the
r ising pol lution levels in
t h e c i t y. D e s p i t e h i s e f fort, local celebrations
proceeded a s nor ma l, a nd
pol lution levels increased
s i g n i f i c a n t l y.
“The firecracker ban didn’t
seem to be successful in Delhi, which led to hazardous pollution levels adding on top of
existing perennial sources,”
Sunil Dahiya, an analyst at the
Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA), told
Reuters.
The Air Quality Index (AQI)
is an organization that keeps
In addition to this project,
Rock said he has been in contact with a dermatologist in
Muncie, an orthodontist and
nose and throat doctor, all
who have intentions to move
their businesses to Gas City.
Rock was elected mayor in
November 2019 and has already overseen several commercial developments, such
as Dairy Queen, which opens
in December.
“It’s been a good domino effect so far,” Rock said. “We’re
just trying to keep the momentum going our way as it
continues to produce new
manufacturers, new hospitals,
new retail stores. We’re staying on it.”
For more information on this
specific ER hospital or general
facts about Marion Health, visit www.marionhealth.com or
call 765-660-6000.
echo@taylor.edu

track of international pollution levels.
On the day of the Diwali festival, the city had an AQI of
706, the World Health Organization (WHO) considers anything above an annual AQI of
5 as unsafe.
This reality is affecting people living in Delhi.
“In the last six years that I
have lived in Delhi, there’s never been a reduction in pollution,” Neelam Joshi, a local
citizen, told CNN. “It only increases every year. Every year
we reach a different level, and
during festivals it always becomes worse.”
People are working to counter the smog in the city via legal
action and petitioning.
18-year-old climate activist,
Aditya Dubey, filed a petition
with the Indian Supreme Court

seeking protection from dangerous pollution.
The court ruled in his favor
and schools and construction
projects across the city were
shut down in effort to reduce
the pollution.
“Winter has become a torture and every day feels like
a punishment,” Dubey said. “I
have a burning sensation in my
eyes and they start watering. I
feel breathless.”
According to CNN, projects
across the city resumed on
Nov. 22 with a slight improvement in air quality.
With complex international
topics, there is always more to
learn.
To deepen your understanding and see associated sources
linked in this article, visit theechonews.com
echo@taylor.edu

Subscribe to The Echo
Receive a print edition in the
mail for $30/semester.
Email echo@taylor.edu or visit
theechonews.com for more information.

Corrections

In the Nov. 15 edition of The Echo, junior Tessa D’Souza
was misattributed as a volunteer in the article titled “D’Souza describes fundraising efforts.” D’Souza is actually an employee on the fundraising team. Additionally, a photo was
misattributed in the caption as a Metcalf Gallery classroom.
It should have read “An art classroom in the Metcalf Visual
Arts Center.” Both errors have been corrected in the online versions at theechonews.com.

Corrections Policy

The Echo strives to accurately report names, facts, information in all of its content. However, when errors do occur, the
newspaper stands ready to correct the error by publishing a
correction in a timely manner in both the print and online editions. If you notice an error, please bring it to our attention by
emailing: echo @taylor.edu
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Diving into business with TU Shark Tank
Behind the winning
ideas of Shark Tank

Co-Editors in Chief
Ellie Tiemens
Holly Gaskill

Tarah Zumbrun

Managing Editor
Markus Miller

Staff Writer

This year’s Shark Tank event
was full of innovative ideas,
passionate student entrepreneurs and sharks that were
there not just to bite, but also
to encourage.
Based off of the ABC show
“Shark Tank,” Taylor University’s
version of the competition brings
in any student entrepreneur
that wants to pitch their idea to
a panel. The panel consists of
business men and women called
sharks that give constructive
criticism and encouragement.
This year’s sharks were Rob
Wiley from FoundersPartners,
Dave Moore from Toralgen and
Tommy Martin from Mammoth.
Taylor University’s Shark Tank
is put on by the Calling and Career Office through a program
called Promising Ventures. The
core values of this program are
risk, imagination, collaboration
and truth.
“Our mission at Promising
Ventures is to connect students
to people and experiences that
will accelerate entrepreneurial
aspirations toward the creation
of high impact ventures,” their
website says. “We believe students here at Taylor have ideas
that can help their community,
and we want to help them take
the next step to making those
ideas a reality!”
The winner of Shark Tank receives $3,000 and the runner up
receives $2,000 that they can use
to further their businesses.
After everyone presented,
the winning business was announced: Lucidity by alumni Caleb Fox (‘21) and Justin
Fath (‘21) and current senior
Noah Huseman.
Lucidity is a data solutions
company that consults for Christian ministries on how to use statistics to enhance missions work.
From their research, Huseman, Fox and Fath found that
90% of nonprofit businesses collect data, but only 5% use that
data as they make decisions.
75% use the data occasionally
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Photograph provided by Kenley Blake

Junior Kenley Blake pitches her business idea to the Shark Tank panel.

and 20% rarely ever consult their
data while making decisions.
“Our long term goal is to partner with … the data aware (companies) and transform them and
help them climb up the pyramid
and become data wise organizations,” they said during their
presentation.
Long-term missionaries often struggle to establish themselves in certain communities,
which causes the sponsors to
lose hundreds of thousands of
dollars and the community to
lose missionaries. This is one of
the problems Lucidity was created to solve.
“Statistical analysis can be
used to better select locations
for these ministries and to prepare these missionaries to immediately engage with their
local communities,” the group
said. “This information that is
needed to improve the retention
rate of missionaries is often very
hard to find. It takes mission organizations years to discover.
At Lucidity, we can accelerate
that learning process and provide those insights in a matter

of weeks, or even days.”
Specifically, Lucidity is hoping
to begin working with Uncommon Sports Group as early as
2022. Uncommon Sports Group
is a nonprofit organization that
seeks to build the kingdom of
Christ through the sports industry. Uncommon regularly takes
their members on short mission
trips, which is where Lucidity
could help them.
This event spurred a lot of
hard work for Huseman and his
team and he appreciated the
opportunity to learn as much as
they could from experts in the
field.
He is excited to continue
growing Lucidity with his partners after this experience.
“The next step is to take a deep
breath and praise God for the opportunity, then give my mom a
big hug at Thanksgiving,” Huseman said after winning. “For Lucidity, we plan on using the funds
to cover the initial incorporation fees and legal fees associated with starting a business and
drafting our contracts.”
Huseman was impressed with

the entire event and responded
to his victory with gratitude toward everyone involved.
“The men and women in the
CCO who put this on are amazing,” Huseman said. “Patrick
Burke, Andrew Fennig, Jeff Aupperle, Kim McGary, the hosts —
Ty and Matt —did great, along
with all of the other interns
and presenters.”
The runner up for Shark Tank
was Kendal Miller with his business, RelicRaid.
“A huge congratulations to
(Kendal) and his venture, RelicRaid, as well,” Huseman said.
“I guarantee you that when Lucidity has its first corporate kickback, we’ll be giving RelicRaid
a call.”
RelicRaid is an interactive
game focused on being unique,
perplexing and competitive.
“Unique in the aspect that this
is a real time scavenger hunt using QR codes rapidly placed in an
area,” Miller said. “Perplexing because along your journey to find
the route, you have to solve various riddles and clues, and third,
competitive.

The whole time, you’re competing against other raiders to
find the relic first.”
The other business ideas presented were Express-O by junior
Kenley Blake, The Lifestyle Complex by junior Mitchell Canada,
Watcher’s Run by junior Rachel
Boyer and Telemonial by junior
Trevor Mitchell.
Each presenter’s pitch included an explanation of their idea,
examples of how it would be
used and research that approximated the cost and effectiveness.
The sharks admitted that
they had a hard time making a
decision on who should be the
winners because they were so
impressed with each pitch.
Even though Lucidity and
RelicRaid were the only two
businesses to win a cash prize,
the other students gained helpful feedback and the opportunity to network with business
professionals.
This will be an experience
none of them will forget as
they move forward in their career paths.
echo@taylor.edu
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The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse
voices on Taylor University’s campus fairly and
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as a catalyst for change on our campus.
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Robin Perry: Residence hall cleaning with meaning
Dorm housekeeper
shares messes, successes
Emma Holley
Staff Writer

When you notice the trash
can is overflowing with garbage,
what do you do?
According to housekeeper
Robin Perry, stacking more trash
on the already mountainous pile
is not the solution.
“Let’s not play Jenga and see
how far up the wall the trash can
go,” Perry said.
Perry is a Muncie native who
currently resides in Hartford
City. At Taylor, she served as
the English Hall housekeeper
for 12 years. You can now find
her around Olson Hall, Wengatz Hall and Bergwall Hall with
fellow housekeepers Kelly Pace
and Kathy Brown.
“Each dorm has a different
( feel) and atmosphere, and
each floor within a dorm (is)
different,” Perry said. “Without
(calling) them out, some of the
floor(s) get crazy.”
Perry said she hasn’t seen
any “crazy” stories come out of
English Hall, but she did recall
how strange it was cleaning the
dorm during the early months
of COVID-19. No one knew at
the time how the virus spread,
leaving the housekeepers to
disinfect surfaces as frequently
as possible.
While we now know that
COVID would force students to

finish their 2020 spring semester at home, a few students were
hopeful the shutdown would
end quickly.
“Some students left their belongings in their rooms when
they went home,” Perry said. “It
was strange to see (the dorm)
with no students around.”
Perry’s workday begins at
7:15 a.m., when the housekeeping team cleans the front entrance of a dorm and gradually
works their way back through
the halls. Next, they clean the
dorm’s kitchen, and later, the
bathrooms. Then, Perry vacuums the carpets, sweeps the
stairs and picks up lost socks in
the laundry room.
Besides the many games of
trash can Jenga that Perry has
witnessed, another housekeeping issue students should keep
in mind is to leave their things
in their room, not the hallway. According to Perry, this
makes vacuuming the hallways
more difficult.
However, she says the hardest part of the job is cleaning
the dorms after students leave
for the summer.
“After you all leave for the
summer, we go into every room
and clean that room from top to
bottom,” Perry said. “That is a lot
of furniture to push around.”
Perry’s family has a lot of Taylor connections, starting with
her husband Don Perry, who
works at the print shop in The
Bishop’s Nook bookstore.

The two were high school
sweethearts who met through
marching band. Don played the
saxophone while Robin marched
in the flag corp.
They were practicing a routine
for the Indiana State Fair marching band competition when Robin lost control of her flag.
“To this day he will tell you I
got his attention by hitting him
(on) the head with my flag,” said
Robin. “I may or may not have
(hit him).”
Robin and Don have been
married for 43 years and have
two sons and three daughters.
Their oldest son Adam Perry
(‘04) is a Taylor grad who worked
for Taylor’s marketing team for
14 years before starting his own
videography and photography
company, DaySix Outdoors.
Their youngest son, Justin Perry, graduated from Ball State and
now lives in Rome with his wife
and three dogs.
When Robin isn’t with her
family, she can be found in Hartford City working at Perry’s Archery Center, which she co-owns
with Don. The Perrys opened the
archery shop after closing a previous business.
In 2009, Don was working for
Taylor part-time and made the
tough decision to close his business due to the recession.
Robin knew he had a passion
for archery, so she suggested using his spare time to reconvert
their old building into an archery shop.

Photograph provided by Robin Perry

Robin Perry is a housekeeper for Olson Hall, Wengatz Hall and Bergwall Hall.

After her cleaning shift is
through, Robin works full-time
alongside her husband at the
shop, open 5-9 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. The shop
hosts several indoor archery
tournaments at the state and
national level, which Don also
competes in.
While the store primarily sells
bows and arrows to hunters, it
also opens its doors for Taylor
students on Pick-A-Dates. Don
gives them a quick archery lesson at the store’s indoor target

range, and then lets the students
try their hand at target shooting.
Sometimes students shoot balloons on the targets; other times,
the men and women compete
against each other.
The couple enjoys having students visit the shop.
“It is nice to see the students
off campus in a different environment,” said Robin.
Students who visit the Archery
Center may also spy a furry
friend: the Perrys’ bloodhound,
Addison Grace.

“When you come to the Archery (Center) she is there to
greet you,” said Robin. “She loves
the Taylor students.”
Robin, too, loves Taylor students. Whether you see her
cleaning in Olson or helping customers at Perry’s Archery Center, Robin has a heart for Taylor
students and wants to get to
know them. Next time you see
her, show Robin you appreciate
her hard work by saying “Hi” instead of playing trash can Jenga.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”—The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution
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Our View
Missing the big picture
The Taylor University Life Together Covenant (LTC), begins
with a simple summary of what
we’d all hope Taylor to be: “A community of Christians intentionally joined together for academic
progress, personal development
and spiritual growth.”
Much of the document also
outlines the vision of a Christian
community of Taylor — and the
importance of brothers and sisters of Christ to carry each other’s
burdens and lift one another up.
In chapel services, speakers often emphasize the importance of
unity within our Taylor community and recognize the significance of a large community of
people driven towards the same
goals.
However, as special as Taylor’s community is, there are
times it feels less like one tightknit group of people, and more
like a loosely connected group of
small communities.
Taylor is unique for its larger
community, but also its smaller communities. While not literally assigned, many of us have
assigned seats in the dining commons and assigned seats in chapel based on where we live. That
isn’t normal for most universities. Traditions, friendships, even
what we study can be heavily influenced by what our “group” is
doing on campus.
While there’s nothing wrong
with having a group or a circle
that represents a smaller and
closer community, and in fact
is a good thing, it can become
a problem when these smaller communities become more
than that, and we lose sight of
the overall community for the
sake of our smaller group. Essentially, Taylor’s community can be
conducive to cliques, and it’s important to intentionally separate
from that.
Avoiding “siloing” yourself —
as Samuel Morris Hall Director
Josiah Peterson puts it — to your
smaller community is an important first step.
“There needs to be some commitment,” Peterson said. “Intentionally participate in class and
try to connect with those and
meet people outside your group.”
Peterson used the example of
intramurals at Taylor, which can
be used to either sow division or
unity among floors and wings on
campus.

“There’s a huge opportunity to grow division in intramurals through competitiveness,
but there’s also a huge opportunity to grow unity by coming
together and playing a sport,”
Peterson said. “We all are living together, going to the DC
together and going to chapel
together, and how you act in
those thirty minutes (of a game)
will influence that.”
It’s important to find opportunities to interact with those
outside your group. Relationships are built, harmful stereotypes can be broken and the
Taylor community as a whole,
benefits.
Advancement Content Developer Sara James said it’s key
to get to know those outside
your group on a personal level.
“If you don’t get to know the
individuals who are a part of
things, then it’s really easy to
stereotype or to assume things
about a group of people,” James
said.
On the other hand, it’s important to not judge those who
“leave” a group or don’t participate in the same activities as
the rest of their floor, club or
department. Encouraging others to spend time with their
different, smaller communities can be a beneficial way in
strengthening.
Each of us have our ideas of
what the groups around ours
look like, talk like, think like
and act like. Sometimes, these
can be harmless and lighthearted. Other times, they can allow
us to view people on a personal level through a different lens.
How many times do we assume
things based on someone’s major or where they live on campus? And even worse, how
many times do we let these assumptions deter us from getting to know someone?
So, be intentional about getting involved outside of your
group and remember : this
community is special because
its members profess a faith in
Christ. It’s important to come
alongside those who aren’t a
part of the smaller group as
well.
“We all belong to each other,”
James said. “Get to know people from other places and people of different persuasions.”
echo@taylor.edu

Since October 2009, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s TED
Talk, “The Danger of A Single
Story” has accrued over 9 million views. It is safe to say that
many of those viewers have
been Taylor students.
This is for good reason. Adichie has a lot of valuable things
to say; perhaps the most striking is the speaker’s own instances of having a single
story of something. I have a
vivid memory of this because I
have been asked to watch this
same TED Talk many times
over the course of my college
experience.
“I remember the first time I
watched (the TED Talk) I was really moved and thought it was
an important story that more
people should hear,” senior
Tarah Zumbrun said. “Probably around the fifth time I had
to watch it, I thought, ‘This is
so ironic,’ because the woman in this video is telling people to listen to more than one
person, to more than one story
from each person, and, by only
listening to her story, we’re doing the exact opposite of the
meaning of the video.”
We watch this TED talk a lot
because it does two things really well.
The first is to calmly and
without judgment introduce
people to the concept that
we are all guilty of carrying
around stereotypes about others.. The second thing “Danger” does well is to provide an
actionable way to combat stereotypes, which is to seek out
other stories.
While I think Taylor has made
good use of the first strength of
this video, it has not made good
use of the second.
This video is meant to be
the catalyst to learning about
diversity. However, in most of
the instances where I have been
asked or assigned to watch this
video, it has been in a semester-long class or for a yearlong leadership position. The
video was followed up with an
approximately 30-minute long

Community should go beyond campus cliques.

conversation and then was never or rarely revisited.
We are collectively missing
the main point of “The Danger
of a Single Story” — that there
are many resources for intercultural awareness and we should
challenge ourselves to seek
them out.
The most dangerous part of
repeating this TED Talk to such
an extreme degree is that it
poorly equips students for intercultural awareness.
To put it plainly, expecting a
single TED Talk to cure all stereotyping is equivalent to asking someone to read the safety
procedures in the seat pocket of
their flight and expecting them
to fly a plane.
We need to follow the advice
that Adichie gives in her talk.
We need to take in more varied stories and perspectives.
Furthermore, we should be
pointing others towards those
resources as well.
For my part, some of the resources that have been the
most helpful to me for gaining
a greater appreciation for diversity are “Beloved” and “The
Bluest Eyes” by Toni Morrison,
“Between the World and Me” by

Ta-Nehisi Coates, “Heart Berries” by Terese Marie Mailhot,
“Felon: Poems” by Reginald
Dwayne Betts, “Exit West” by
Mohsin Hamid, “The Will to
Change” by Bell Hooks, “The
New Jim Crow” by Michelle Alexander, “The Arab Winter” by
Noah Feldman and most recently “On the Spectrum” by
Daniel Bowman Jr., associate
professor of English at Taylor.
These are just a few books
that do not even begin to cover a fraction of the stories that
lend a deeper understanding of
the world. There are also many
TED Talks specifically about
diversity.
Some TED Talks suggested
by senior Ashley Anderson are
“How to Get Serious About Diversity in the Workplace” by
Janet Stovall, “How Diversity Makes Teams More Innovative” by Rocío Lorenzo, “Let’s
Stop Talking About Diversity and Start Working Towards
Equity” by Paloma Medina,
“The Surprising Solution to
Workplace Diversity” by Arwa
Mahdawi, “Why Cultural Diversity Matters” by Michael Gavin,
“It’s (Past) Time to Appreciate
Cultural Diversity” by Hayley

Yeates and “Why We Have too
Fe w Wom en L ead ers” by
Sheryl Sandberg.
There are maybe too many
examples here but it is to
prove a point. There are more
resources about diversity than
there is time for any person to
view or read each of them once.
So why are we watching the
same video on loop?
“We should be really seeking out different voices, different perspectives, different
opinions,” Zumbrun said. “By
just taking this token video,
this token African woman, and
telling her story we are diminishing millions of other people’s perspectives.”
Valuing diversity is admirable. But our values reach
only as far as our actions. If
we say we value expanding
our worldviews but are only
as committed as it takes to
watch the same 18-minute
video a few times a year and
nothing else, we are not committed to diversity — we are
only doing the bare minimum
to make ourselves feel like
we are trying. And that is not
diversity at all.

echo@taylor.edu

From Introduction to Media Writing: Letters to Editor
Parking lot assignments
Dear Editor:
Student parking on campus
is very frustrating for many. After coming back from work or a
meeting late at night and spending a lot of time searching for a
parking spot, having to settle for
a spot three parking lots away
from your dorm, is anything but
convenient or logical.
Particularly, as the winter season approaches, limiting the
amount of driving around to
find a parking spot will reduce
the amount of incidents concerning slippery pavement and
walking long distances. Besides,
walking a long distance by yourself, especially when late at night,

The pressure of Christianity

Dear Editor:

Taylor is a Christian college, and it is also non denominational. I think there is a lot
of Christian pressure for some
of the students who may not
be Christian.
This is specific to freshmen,
who are required to take the
foundations class for their first
semester here at Taylor.
The class itself is rich in good
Christian knowledge, and I think
it is important to set that Christian foundation at Taylor, but for
students who are not Christain,
or are very new to the faith, it can
Sydney Graham be daunting and even condemnSophomore ing at times.

is never safe.
As a solution, I recommend
that every dorm should have a
parking lot assignment for its residents. A label should be added
onto the parking sticker that every student receives at the beginning of each academic year that
indicates which parking lot they
are assigned to park overnight.
If a vehicle is found to be
parked in the incorrect lot that
is labeled on its sticker, campus police will not fine the owner the first time, but the fine will
increase every time after.

The terminology and concepts
used in the homework questions
or assignments are very confusing if one wasn’t raised in the
Christian faith.
Though the precept leaders
and the professors involved in
the course would all say that it is
okay to not know exactly where
you are in Christ yet, the content of the course doesn’t say
that at all.
I suggest the course homework be more inclusive to those
students, while still keeping with
the fundamentals of the course.

Emily Crosier
Freshman

A student perspective on dating at a Christian institution
Dear Editor:

Photograph provided by Unsplash

Photograph provided by TED

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie gives her Ted talk on the dangers of a single story.

Attending a Christian liberal
arts college has many perks.
I knew I would be in an environment that can unite my mind
and spirit, spending time with
many godly people and building
relationships with others.
After some time as a Taylor

student, I began to hear the buzzwords that frame dating on campus: “ring by spring,” “the M.R.S.
degree” and “Pick-A-Date.”
The language we use surrounding romantic relationships is
both proof of and supports an
underlying dating culture.
As a result, many students
are pressured to date or even

to marry without the encouragement to prepare. However,
many have the desire to find a
spouse, but only a little dating
is going on.
Others without a significant
other feel isolated and need to
find someone.
The solution, Taylor University
needs to have a healthier dating

culture on campus.
Intentionality must shift
away from marriage idolatry
and toward grace and the delight of being with the people
God created!
Anna Pyle
Sophomore
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Seniors lead the next theatre production
One-Act festival
begins preparations
Will Riddell
Staff Writer

Though it’s one of the busiest
seasons for a senior theatre major who also has the one-act festival quickly approaching, Seltzer
always keeps her composure
Seltzer is one of seven students,
the majority of them theatre arts
majors, who will be directing productions as part of the festival.
For Seltzer and the other directors, this is the culmination of
everything they have learned as
undergraduates at Taylor. .
Like Seltzer, senior Hannah
Embree has also been tasked with
serving as a director.
“It’s a really great space to just
try directing and to practice directing without the high stakes
of working in the professional
industry as a director,” Embree
said. “It’s really just a learning
environment, because we’re all
doing this for the first time and
we’re all young directors.”

All of the productions have
concluded their auditions and
callbacks, and now each one is
moving into the rehearsal stage.
Aside from directly working with
the cast, directors like Seltzer and
Embree are forced to deal with all
aspects of production.
They are also required to analyze their respective plays multiple times in order to develop
a greater appreciation and understanding of the material. For
Seltzer, that was one of the most
enjoyable parts of the process.
“The most rewarding part has
been being on a deeper level with
the text,” Seltzer said. “You have
to be (on that deeper level). You’re
kind of forced to look at the play
from its purest sense of what it’s
really trying to get down (to). It
really forces you to take it on a
level other than face value, and I
think that’s what I really appreciate about my play.”
Seltzer will be directing a condensed version of “The Miss Firecracker Contest” by Beth Henley.
Embree is helming “Aria Da Capo,”
written by Edna St. Vincent Millay.

Like the other students, Embree is not as familiar with taking
on the role of director. However,
her background as an actress,
along with her other theatre
classes at Taylor, have helped
make the transition more fluid.
“In order to understand how
to work with actors, it’s nice to
have been on the other side of
it,” Embree said. “(It’s nice) to understand what it’s like to read a
script for the first time and learn
about a character and not know
what they’re going to look like.”
The senior theatre one-act festival is not just about providing
students with directing opportunities. It also provides the Taylor community with a chance to
experience messages and stories
they might be unfamiliar with.
“I picked my play because I
thought it had an important story to tell, and I know just speaking for the other directors, they
all picked their plays because
they felt that they had important things to say and important
things that the community could
hear and interact with,” Seltzer

said. “(We are trying to) expand
their view of the world and those
around them.”
For students unfamiliar with
live theatre, Embree says that
the festival should serve as a
nice introduction. Seltzer says
that the entire department has
been working feverishly to make
this year’s festival a treat.
To Embree, nothing compares
to watching actors and actresses bring a story to life on stage.
“There’s also something really
beautiful about live theatre that’s
unlike any other art form,” Embree said. “When you step into a
theatre and you’re watching real
people on stage, breathing the
same air that you’re breathing
in the same room as you, that’s a
different experience than watching Netflix alone in your room.”
The senior theatre one-act festival will take place on Saturday,
Dec. 11 from 5:30 p.m. to 11:30
p.m.. There will be 30-minute intermissions along with 15-minute
breaks between shows. Admission is free.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Hannah Embree

The One-Act Festival directors prepare for the event
by holding auditions in Mitchell Theatre.

An origin story as good as ‘The Incredibles’
A spotlight on senior
film major Sophie Olson
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

It was an unbreakable bond
that formed between senior Sophie Olson and the film screen after witnessing “The Incredibles”
for the first time. From this earliest encounter, Olson’s passion for
film has yet to cease.
One could say the first woman
in film that Olson was inspired by
was Violet Parr, the oldest child
of Mr. Incredible and Elastigirl.
Parr became Olson’s favorite character — the movie taking over her life and becoming a
piece of her. From then on, film
would continue to have a large
impact on Olson’s life, becoming
a motivation and aspiration.
In elementary school, Olson
started making videos of herself
and her friends, scripting them
herself and forcing her neighbors
to be her co-stars. Directing these
videos as well, she became a director, writer and producer in record time.
Windows Movie Maker became Olson’s most-used application on her computer, splicing
together scenes and creating
art out of her footage. Going
into middle school, she continued to edit and make these videos, uploading to YouTube and

Photograph by Sophie Olson

Senior Sophie Olson poses with flowers.

fine-tuning her craft.
Although these videos online
are listed private now, her content ranged from vlogs to concert
outfits and music videos.
In high school, Olson took a
video editing class, which was
when it clicked that this was
what she wanted to do for the
rest of her life.
“I knew from the first year
that there’s literally nothing else
I could do,” Olson said.

She continued to take videography classes, as well as a class
through Huntington University
offered at her high school that focused on broadcast journalism.
Olson chased stories and reported them on camera, waking
up at 7 a.m. just to get a scoop.
She jumped on the chance to set
up a tripod and coordinate a shot
for her school’s student news, getting a longer look into the filmmaking process.

But her passion remained in
editing and has continued to stay
there throughout college.
When it’s hard to focus, editing
calms her down, the process becoming therapeutic.
“It’s fun to cut things together,
and it just feels really logical for
me,” Olson said.
Others noticed her talent in the
editing space as well, and in 2021,
Olson won the award for best editor at the Envision film festival.
While she started off school
at Grace College, she knew the
film program at Taylor was what
she wanted to pursue. Her sophomore year, she transferred and
became a film and media production major.
Usually a very competitive person, Olson valued the teamwork
and emphasis on collaboration in
the Taylor film department.
“The Taylor film department
has really taught me not to compare my work to other people’s, because my weaknesses
in some areas are other people’s
strengths,” Olson said.
Olson has also valued Film Department Co-chair Kathy Bruner.
With encouraging emails and always extending a hand to those
in the program, Olson describes
her as the backbone of the department. She has also incredibly
appreciated Bruner’s dedication
to seeing women in film thrive.
Being a woman in film is

Your Spotify Cue
Top Picks for the 2021
holiday season
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

Holiday music is most certainly
the highlight of my winter season.
While many debate that
pre-Thanksgiving is too early to
be rocking out to upbeat holiday
tunes, I countdown the days until the Halloween season ends.
The minute November first hits,
my background music almost always shifts to the classic holiday
tunes such as “Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas” or “Last
Christmas.” Between the peppermint mochas and the freezing cold winds blowing through
campus, how could I not?
In the midst of listening to my
long-time classic songs, I have
been on the search for some new
hits. Through my searching process of less popular songs from
the past few years, I have acquired
some new winter wonderland
songs that I am head-over-heels
in love with and some covers of

songs that are soon to find their
way onto your Spotify queue.
Covers
Ja m i e C u l l u m : “ Fr o sty
The Snowman”
I love this song traditionally,
but this rendition offers such a
diverse feeling. The jazzy tone of
this piece is just awesome. I truly believe that it is impossible for
someone to listen to this cover
without getting up and dancing.
Jamie Cullum’s vocals pair excellently with the jazz instruments,
and it offers a swing feel for the
song as Frosty comes to life.
It mirrors the dancing and active nature that parallels Frosty’s
life. With that, Cullum also leans
out of the jazz vibe as the song
concludes, returning to the more
natural feeling as Frosty goes
away once more.
I envisioned this song being
paired with the dancing snowman that most grandparents
pull out during the holiday gatherings, and I love that.
Darren Criss ( featuring Adam
Lambert): “(Everybody’s Waiting
For) The Man With The Bag”

Photograph provided by CarrieUnderwood.com

Carrie Underwood’s “Stretchy Pants” was released Dec. 11th.

“Glee” star Darren Criss collaborated with Adam Lambert
to provide an upbeat rendition
of this song. Prior to hearing this
cover, I had never heard the original version of this song by Kay
Starr, but hearing it made me decide this cover by Criss and Lambert was much more lively. With
that in mind, I believe this song
could stand alone as an original
song.
Criss and Lambert create a
playful tone in this piece with

their vocal commentary through
the song. Moments before singing, they set out the notion of this
piece through their interactions
— showing how excited they are
for Santa to arrive. The quicker tempo parallels well with the
emotion of this piece as it mimics the excitement a child feels as
they wait for Santa to show up on
Christmas Eve.
Criss and Lambert create an
atmosphere that comes alive
within the constraints of this

difficult. In an industry dominated by men, space for women
is slim, but it continues to widen.
Looking up to directors like
Greta Gerwig and seeing other
women directors rising like Olivia Wilde, Olson is hopeful for
the future of film, and she notices
the impact that film has on growing generations.
She recognizes the responsibilities that filmmakers carry.
“We are responsible for creating a culture in a way,” Olson said.
“Who we put in films is what the
younger generation will look at
and see as like ‘I could be that.’”
It’s crucial that every audience
member can look at a screen and
not feel separated or distanced
from a story.
When someone isn’t able to
see someone like them on screen,
it’s harder to grasp a future in
which they could be part of the
film industry.
If someone is able to see themself on screen, dreams are encouraged and uplifted.
“What I love about film is that
you can use (it) to tell people’s
stories,” Olson said. “There are
so many amazing stories.”
Olson aspires to take this with
her and actively pursue this truth
in her future endeavors. Film, like
any other career, holds weight.
Olson is using hers with integrity and strength.
echo@taylor.edu
song, and I appreciate that energy in a classic like this one.
New Songs
Dan & Shay ’s “Officially Christmas”
Dan and Shay perform a new
song that announces the Christmas season. This song was released Nov. 9, and it has caught
a great deal of attention due to its
popularity among country fans.
In this song, they mix Christmas
with love, creating a cute Christmas love song for country lovers.
This song’s overall atmosphere is
definitely on brand for the duo’s
other music. It offers a slower
tempo with a beautiful blend of
instruments to accompany the
artists’ vocals.
This song feels like the perfect
song to play in the background
as I cruise through town.
Carrie
Underwood:
“Stretchy Pants”
This song is absolutely hilarious. Carrie Underwood puts to
music the feeling of being stuffed
from a good meal. The overall
tone of the song is unique from
Underwood’s traditional style,
offering a more contemporary,
pop feel. The tone of this song,
mixed with several references to
holiday foods, sure gets me in the

A&E
EVENTS

Global Music
Concert

Dec. 7 @ 7:30 p.m.
Recital Hall

Strings Concert
Dec. 8 @ 7:30 p.m.
Recital Hall

Jazz Ensemble &
Combo Concert
Dec. 19 @ 7:30 p.m.
Recital Hall

One-Act Festival

Dec. 10 & 11 @ 7:30 p.m.
Mitchell Theatre

POPS Concert

Dec. 13 @ 5:30 p.m.
Wheeler Stage

MPO Holiday Pops
Concert
Dec. 17 @ 7:30 p.m.
Rediger Auditorium

holiday mood.
“So bring on the turkey, potatoes, casserole dishes, ‘Cause I
ain’t messing around with them
buttoned up britches,” she sings
in the chorus.
Underwood’s song emphasizes
the need for comfortable stretch
pants to be a part of each individual’s outfit for the holidays. This
is a message that all would agree
with after a good meal.
As one who has felt the pain
of tight jeans after a delicious
Thanksgiving meal, I will definitely be cranking this song up
during every holiday meal. I recommend you do the same.
All of these songs are sure to
put anyone in the holiday mood.
So as you hunker down for the
last bit of the semester, get into
some comfy clothes, give yourself a nice warm drink, and put
these songs on your queue. They
are sure to get you into the festivities of the season and give you
some motivation to finish up
those last few assignments before the holidays.
Let them carry you through
the season. With that, it will be
interesting to see what 2022 has
in store for music.
echo@taylor.edu

LIFE & TIMES
TheEchoNews.com

What
Taylor has
taught us
Seniors share lessons learned
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-Editor

As Christmas Break approaches
quickly, so does the end of a season at
Taylor for many seniors graduating at
the end of this semester. Looking back
on the last few years, a few seniors
share Taylor’s impact on their lives.

Madelyn Ames

How do you feel Taylor has impacted
you?
“Taylor has impacted everyone
differently while they are here. For me,
it has created a deeper understanding
of my faith and how I can use it even
when I enter the world post-grad.”

Linnea Solak

In what ways have you seen yourself
change since being a freshman?
“I feel much more confident and
comfortable in who I am in Christ.
College is so full of change, and I’ve
realized that my circumstances will
change and I can’t control people’s
perceptions of me, and the only thing I
can always rely on is God.”

Hope Thomas

What is one thing you would tell your
freshman self or a piece of advice you
would give?
“You don’t grow where you are
comfortable. You win some you lose
most, and the losses teach you more
than the wins ever do.”

A platform with a purpose
Strieter shares heart
behind her Instagram
Kay Rideout
L&T Co-Editor

A public platform born of a
sixth-grade girl’s dream to inspire people.
Though it currently boasts
over ten thousand followers,
sophomore Savannah Strieter’s
Instagram profile — @savstrieter — came from humble beginnings. Strieter’s account
first emerged in middle school
with the handle “God’s Little
Princesses,” claiming a support
base of 98 followers.
Colored by a middle schooler’s enthusiasm, the account’s
initial posts featured themed
pictures and phrases structured and branded by Strieter
herself. Over the years, even as
Strieter’s account has undergone a series of name changes and aesthetic decisions, the
heart behind her platform has
remained the same: to inspire
people through authenticity.
However, the decision to
maintain authenticity within
her account and its content has
not been an easy choice.
“I hate vulnerability a lot —
which is kind of an oxymoron
because that’s literally what my
entire platform is about,” Strieter said. “But it has taught me
just how important (vulnerability) is in general, and how it
can impact other people and …
teach you a lot about yourself.”
Even as she struggles with the
more difficult aspects of vulnerability, Strieter has found that
her favorite posts are the ones
which ref lect her ideas and
heart most authentically. Strieter recalls one post in particular
which voiced frustrations surrounding her faith and Christianity in general — calling
for a change to be made in the
church and among believers.
“I cannot stand the thought
of having a platform and then
just sitting back and watching
us be “fluffy” and never talking
about things that matter. when
I call myself a Christian, I want
to mean it in the truest form,”
she wrote in an Aug. 4 post.
Although she initially felt a
sense of isolation when posting those thoughts, Strieter

You may be mistaken
and that’s okay
Staff Writer

In what ways have you seen yourself
change since being a freshman?
“I have seen myself just become
more inclusive and much more
understanding of those around me.”

Katie Peters

What is one thing you would tell your
freshman self or a piece of advice you
would give?
“Don’t take yourself so seriously. Have
fun and be you, even if it deviates
from the norm or from what seems
“cool” at the time. Treasure your
friends and allow yourself and others
to grow. And have fun!”

Photograph provided by Savannah Streiter

Savannah Strieter promotes authenticity on her Instagram account.

found after publishing her
post that others resonated
with her frustrations. This experience reinforced for Strieter
the importance of vulnerability and encouraged her to continue pursuing authenticity on
her platform.
The most recent change to
Strieter’s Instagram username
ref lects her desire to continue pursuing authenticity. The
shift from @theprettybible to
@savstrieter prompted mixed
reactions from the account’s
followers but was something
Strieter felt she needed to do
in order to better pursue an authentic space.
“… my platform had grown a
lot, and I was starting to view
it as branding — and that’s not
what I wanted by any means,”
Strieter said. “The content’s not
changing much at all, but it (will
be) more of an outlet for me to
be really real and authentic.”
The decision to change her
social media handle cost Strieter 200 followers and taught
her a life lesson: following convictions may not be popular —
and that’s okay.

Strieter explains that now,
if something is on her heart,
she just “puts it out there” —
good, bad or ugly — in an attempt to continue promoting
vulnerability through the content she publishes.
“I find the ugliest posts to
be the ones that resonate with
people the most,” Strieter said.
“The posts where I post (something) and just have to put my
phone away because I am horrified of what people are going
to say … those are the ones I get
the most DMs about.”
Strieter also receives regular
direct messages (DMs) from individuals who have been positively impacted by the content
she has published. Although
the goal of her platform is to inspire people in both faith and
life, Strieter recognizes any
form of inspiration comes not
from her but from the Lord.
“That’s the really cool part:
I get to see how God works
through me in this platform
even when I don’t feel like I’m
making any impact at all,” Strieter said.
To illustrate this, Strieter

described an encounter while
on vacation in Florida with a
woman who recognized her and
then approached her to share
how Strieter’s account had impacted her life.
As she continues to come
across individuals both online
and in the day-to-day who have
been inspired by her platform,
Strieter feels equal parts grateful and undeserving.
“My sixth-grade self honestly
had no idea what it was going
to be like today — couldn’t have
even guessed that this was even
an option or something that
was going to happen,” Strieter said.
Since its middle-school conception, Strieter’s platform has
been widely recognized by individuals and companies across
the nation. Strieter has had the
opportunity to be featured on
a podcast and has done several collaborations with various
brands — most of which are
Christian labels.
Collaborations featuring children’s Bibles, Christian subscription boxes and Prone to
Wander phone cases offer Strieter a chance to promote other Christian businesses through
h er pl atfor m . S tr i e t er e xplained that she only agrees to
do collaborations which align
with her values and goals and
will resonate with her online
community.
Looking for ward, Strieter
hopes for the courage to continue forming a space that
i s v u l n e ra b l e , f a i th - b a s e d
and inspiring.
“I want to just be me more,”
Strieter said.
Thinking of the opportunity others have to create these
spaces online, Strieter encourages others to use social media
as a platform to promote hard,
honest conversations.
When using social media as
an outlet in this way, Strieter
emphasizes the importance of
“being real” with content that
is published.
“Instagram is such a highlight reel of people’s lives,” Strieter said. “And when you can
make it into a little bit more of
a holistic image of yourself, it’s
good for you and it’s good for
everyone who interacts with
your page.”
echo@taylor.edu

Modern Solutions Required
Katie Pfotzer

Ryan Reimschisel
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Oprah Winfrey used to write
a column entitled “Things I
know for sure.” She admitted in
an interview that this title was
intimidating in and of itself because there are so few things we
know to be unequivocally true.
I often run into this same
stumbling block when writing
this column. What do I know
for certain? I have spent most
of my life studying the Bible in
earnest. But even after careful
study, I am often wrong — we
all are.
Context complicates even the
most straightforward passage
of the Bible. Much of it is written as stories or poetry that follow certain genre conventions
and bend to the understanding
of an audience long dead.
The Bible also leaves room
for ambiguity about many
things. Even when it was written, many people did not understand what was being said.
The result is that when I read
a passage, I often find myself
dumbstruck like the disciples
after Jesus spoke in parables.
Everyone wishes that spirituality was simple. Unfortunately,

the Bible is not a textbook.
Some people would disagree
with that statement. But if
Christianity were simple, there
would not have been so many
councils nor so many deaths
over its interpretation.
People wear their stubbornness like a badge of honor, dying on hills over a difference in
readings.
The reality is, we all confuse
God’s omnipotence for our own
and the inerrancy of scripture
with the inerrancy of our interpretations of scripture.
Here I echo Thomas Cromwell when he said, “I beseech
you, in the bowels of Christ,
think it possible you may
be mistaken.”
We are finite, and so is
our understanding; being
wrong is part and parcel of
our limitations.
This is not a bad thing. In
fact, this mindset is freeing.
We do not have to have all the
answers.
We do not have to have to be
right about everything. There
is space for ambiguity in our
thoughts to mirror the ambiguity of the text on which we
base them.
I cannot wait for the day
when I get to heaven and find
out all the things I am wrong
about. I cannot wait for the day
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Oprah Winfrey’s column “Things I know for sure” encourages both wisdom and humility.

when I no longer have to wait
for Jesus to explain the parable’s meaning.
One of the most dangerous
things about letting pride tell
us we are right is that we close
ourselves off from learning.
We must, as many Taylor professors prompt us to, become
lifelong learners.
Whenever I think of pride, I
think of the story about King
David when he took a census of
all the fighting men of Israel after a victory over the Philistines
(2 Samuel 24:1-17, 1 Chronicles
21). His pride in this situation
led to the deaths of 70,000
Israelites.

David was an old man at
this point and received counsel from his general that this
was a sin, but he hardened his
heart against wisdom and it
cost many people their lives.
We are always meant to be
learning because in the grand
scheme of things, whatever time we have on earth and
whatever wisdom we gain here
cannot be compared to the wisdom of God.
Winfrey ’s posture actually signifies great wisdom. After all, it takes intelligence to
know things; but it takes humility to learn.
echo@taylor.edu
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Crosswords
Across

1 Mexican dip
6 Kitten-lifting spot
10 “Notorious” Supreme
Court justice, initially
13 Gold miner’s staked-out
land
14 Polishes, as text
16 Botch the job, say
17 *Cage for a bunny
19 Actress Zadora
20 Moody music genre
21 __ Grey tea
22 Wasn’t feeling well
24 Early bird’s reward
26 *Tool for filling in holes in
the wall
29 Blackjack card
31 “Superman”’ actor
Christopher
32 Hooded snake
35 Final Four org.
37 Dutch cheese town
40 *Bow users’ musical
ensemble
43 “The jig __”
44 Double-reed wind
45 Trio in H2O
46 Barnes’ bookselling
partner
48 Italian three
49 *Skin response to fear or
cold
53 Applies with a Q-tip

57 Finance whiz Suze
58 Christmas song
60 Rapper __ Kim
61 Oral health initials
62 “C’mon, get serious!” ...
and an admonition evidently ignored by the starts of the
answers to starred clues
66 Part of mph
67 Promised to tell the truth
68 “There’s no such thing as
a free lunch,” e.g.
69 Hosp. triage areas
70 Still-life subject
71 Printer supply

Down

1 Carpenter’s fastener
2 Mission to remember
3 Materials partner on a repair bill
4 Member of the fam
5 Gallic girlfriend
6 Indira Gandhi’s father
7 Grownup
8 Racetrack stop
9 And so on, briefly
10 Answered, as an email
11 Lawyer’s filing
12 Student’s mark
15 Ice cream drink
18 Scotch or masking

23 Played the market
25 California county that
contains parts of Yosemite
National Park
27 Copy on transparent
paper
28 “You betcha!”
30 Recycle bin item
32 CBS forensic series
33 NFL tiebreakers
34 Multiple Grammy winner
featured on “Uptown Funk”
35 Prize since 1901
36 __-Magnon
38 Vaccination spot
39 More, in Madrid
41 Game with putting
42 Lend an __: listen
47 Is flexible
48 You, biblically
49 Flip out
50 Trial judge’s demand
51 Between, in French
52 Like a designated driver
54 Poe’s middle name
55 Ship’s hull region
56 More cunning
59 Aspiring DA’s exam
63 Be obligated to
64 “Don’t delay!”
65 Pre-marital (just barely)
promise

How do you wash your hands

What do Baroque musicians do if they

How does the snowman

over the holiday?

don’t like their Christmas presents?

get to class?

With Santatizer.

Hand them Bach.

By icicle.

MAHE

APPLY NOW
taylor.edu/mahe

MASTER OF ARTS IN
HIGHER EDUCATION AND
STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
Continue your education at
Taylor University! Apply now
to be part of our next cohort.
Fully residential, guaranteed
assistantships, cohort model.
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Silent Night through opponent’s eyes

Former opponent
shares his experience
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

At Taylor, we think we have an
idea about everything surrounding Silent Night. Stories are passed
along, and students share experiences together that form a re-telling of the game throughout the
year in anticipation of the next
game and in remembrance of the
games of years past.
Prospective students, freshmen
and those who haven’t attended
the game hear the tales of what
it’s like to wait outside Odle Arena on the last Friday before finals,
what it’s like to sit in silence for a
few minutes of gametime, what
it’s like to run onto the court with
close friends in frenzied celebration and what it’s like to sing carols with the entire student body as
the basketball team competes on
the floor in front of you.
Even before attending the game,
odds are Taylor students know
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Taylor will play Lincoln Christian University on Friday.

“what it’s like.”
But what about those playing in
the game, and specifically those
playing against Taylor. What is it
like for them?
“Shocking,” Grace Christian University (MI) redshirt junior Kellum
Bridgeforth said.
Bridgeforth, who was a freshman when Grace Christian played
Taylor in 2018, was also a part of
the only team to ever defeat the
Trojans in the annual Silent Night
game.

When his team initially got the
schedule, he didn’t realize what the
game was and assumed it was like
any other non-conference regular
season game.
“A week prior, we started prepping with scouting reports and
stuff, and the coaches told us it was
the Silent Night game,” Bridgeforth
said. “And I was like, ‘It’s just a regular game, right?’ and our coaches
told us that it was actually a huge
game. So we searched it up on YouTube, and I was just like ‘Oh, snap.’”

He said playing in the game
easily made for one of his favorite
memories of his basketball career
throughout the different levels of
play.
“It was really cool, definitely an
experience that I’ll never forget,” he
said. “It was just insane.”
Bridgeforth said he was usually
the first one on the court for warmups during his freshman season,
and when he was waiting in the
locker room to head out for warmups, he had second thoughts

about entering the atmosphere in
Odle Arena by himself.
“That game I was like ‘Man, I’m
gonna be the first one on the court
and nobody else is gonna be there
with me, like I don’t know,’” he said.
“But I was like, ‘Nah, I’m just gonna
go out’ and I went out there man,
and like, ‘holy cow.’”
The crowd in Odle zeroed in on
Bridgeforth, booing him and analyzing his pregame routine and
warm-ups with intensity.
“I just remember I was scared
to shoot, like I was only doing
layups,” the GCU guard said. “My
whole body just felt stiff, and I just
knew that if I were to shoot, even
a mid-range, I was gonna air ball
it out there.”
However, once the game started,
he and his teammates felt motivated by the atmosphere, even though
it, again, remained what he called
“wacky.”
Now, he and his teammates
check in on Silent Night each year
to see how other teams fare and
to relive some of the moments
they had a chance to experience
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Women’s Basketball
12/8 @ Governors State 6 p.m.
12/11 @ Aquinas College 1 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
12/7 Indiana Tech 7 p.m.
12/10 Lincoln Christian 6 p.m.

Track and Field

12/10 Indiana Tech Invitational 12 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics

Women’s Basketball
12/1 @Mount Vernon L 63-68

Men’s Basketball

11/30 @Mount Vernon L 46-66

firsthand as the opposition in a
hostile environment.
Usually, opponents aren’t as
successful as Grace Christian and
Bridgeforth. Taylor followed up the
2018 loss with a dominating win
over Ohio-Chillicothe in 2019 to
push their record in the game to an
impressive 22-1. This year, they’ll
hope to make it 23-1 against Lincoln Christian University.
echo@taylor.edu

Cross country teams compete at nationals

Women’s team
finishes fourth

Kyle Hayward
Staff Writer

On Nov. 19, Taylor Cross Country concluded another successful season at the NAIA National
Championship meet in Vancouver, Washington.
Going into the national race,
both teams were ranked fourth
in the NAIA. Three lady Trojans
finished in the top 40 runners,
earning All-American honors and leading the team to a
fourth-place finish overall with
164 points. The men likewise had
three runners earn All-American status, helping the team to
an eleventh-place finish overall.
“The ladies ran a great race.
To podium three of the last four
years is very special,” said Head

Coach Quinn White. “Abbey Brennan made some outstanding improvements in her running and
mindset. From never running at
xc nationals to getting 6th overall is quite an accomplishment.”
Like White said, senior Abbey Brennan led the way for the
MadDawgs in Vancouver. She finished her collegiate career with a
bang, coming in 6th place overall
with a time of 18:23.7.
Next for the Trojans was senior Giovanna Domene, coming
in just thirteen seconds after her
teammate. She secured her best
ever national finish of 22nd with
a time of 18:46.8.
The following two finishers
were sophomores Ahna VanderWall and Mollie Gamble, finishing in 37th and 44th respectively.
VanderWall crossed the line in
18:58.3 while Gamble finished in
19:04.7. The final scoring runner

for the lady trojans was junior
Brooke Studnicki with a time of
19:36.2.
Junior Madeline Purdom came
in sixth for the team with a time
of 19:46.1, followed just ten seconds later by freshman Audrey
Brinkruff with a time of 19:56.2.
Both runners were competing in
their first national championship
for Taylor.
White was quite proud of the
women’s team and their performance this season.
“The MadDawgs had two big
highlights this year,” he said. “The
first was their ninth consecutive
Crossroads league title (a new
league record), and the other is
their podium finish. They were
consistent all season and ended
with excellence.”
The men’s race had a slightly
different storyline this year.
“Unfortunately, the men had

an off day as a whole,” said White.
“However, to have an off day and
still place 11th shows how talented this team is.”
Senior Daniel Gerber concluded an impressive collegiate career
with a 12th place finish. His 8K
time of 25:22.7 was good enough
to collect his third All-American
nod in as many years.
Seniors Derek Van Prooyen
and Alex Helmuth came next,
earning 30th and 32nd with times
of 25:48.3 and 25:49.0 respectively. Both seniors capped off impressive Taylor careers with their
second All-American honors.
More than a minute passed before Taylor’s next runner crossed
the line, as senior Conor White
finished in 26:59.1. White was
followed by junior Nathan Streitmatter, rounding out Taylor’s
scoring runners with a time of
27:20.3.
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The cross country teams ran in Vancouver, WA on on Nov. 29

The final two Trojan runners
across the line were sophomore
Ben Eiffert in 27:27.8 and junior
Josh Harden in 27:38.4.
While the men’s team didn’t
finish as well as they had hoped,
this race doesn’t take away from
a stellar legacy for the seven
graduating seniors.
This group includes Gerber,
Helmuth, Van Prooyen, White,
Zach Hoekstra, Nathan Holst,
and Blake Montgomery.

“This senior class of Jarheads
have accomplished so much the
last four years: a national title, a
combined national title, a runner-up finish at nationals, and
the league title,” Quinn White
said. “This part of their legacy
is like no other athletic team in
Taylor history. I don’t think many
people truly know all they have
accomplished, and how special
it really is.”
echo@taylor.edu

Eastbrook, Mississinewa football teams wraps up season
Local teams win
sectionals
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

In early November, the Eastbrook Panthers football team
won their 16th sectional in
school history.
Eastbrook dominated in the
regular season, going 8-0, allowing only 45 points all year and
winning their conference, the
Central Indiana Conference.
They opened sectional play
against Eastern (Greentown),
who was at the time 7-2 and
looked strong. The game was
never in doubt, though, and had a
running clock in the second half.
Eastbrook dominated the running game with over 250 yards,
winning 56-14.

Lapel was up next for the Panthers. They were another solid
team sitting at 8-2 with their only
losses to two of the best smaller
schools in the state, Indianapolis
Lutheran and Heritage Christian.
They were no match for the Panthers. Eastbrook rushed for over
250 yards again in a 46-13 thrashing of Lapel.
This set up an exciting rematch
between Eastbrook and Tipton
from last year’s sectional semifinal where Tipton beat Eastbrook
in a close battle. Tipton came into
this year’s sectional final with a
10-1 record, dominating on the
defensive side of the ball.
The whole game was a backand-forth battle, neither team
ever having more than a seven-point lead. The game came
down to the last Eastbrook possession where they scored in the

last minute to win the game, and
the sectional, 28-21, avenging last
year’s heartbreaking loss. It was
also Head Coach Jeff Adamson’s
300th career win.
All good things must come to
an end though, and for the Panthers, it came in regionals — the
next round — against Eastside.
Eastside was fresh off an upset
win over tournament favorite
Fort Wayne Bishop Luers and
came out strong. The Panthers
struggled to find an answer for
Eastside’s offense but stayed
in it due to multiple mistakes
from Eastside. In the end, the
scoreboard said 21-14 in favor of
Eastside and the Panthers season ended.
In close games like the Tipton
and Eastside games, a strong
passing game is sometimes needed to make a difference down the

stretch. It is something that not
only helps the offense, but your
defense as well.
“It is a disadvantage for Eastbrook’s defense to not be able to
work on a passing game during
the week,” former state runner-up
Coach David Land said.
Eastside went on to lose in the
semi-state round to Andrean in a
17-14 classic. Andrean would win
the 2A state championship.
In all, it was still another successful season for Eastbrook. As
a team, they rushed for over 3000
yards, led by sophomore Gage
Engle.
Senior Jett Engle led the revamped passing game, throwing
for over 1000 yards in a system
not designed for passing.
“Running the ball wins a lot
of games, but Jett brought a different dimension to our offense,”

Adamson said.
It was not the only sectional title for a school in Grant County
though. The Mississinewa Indians won their 7th sectional title
in school history.
They came into one of the
more competitive sectionals of
the state where there was no
clear favorite with a 7-2 record.
In the first round, they would
shut out a struggling Jay County
49-0. Mississinewa would run for
nearly 350 yards to dominate the
game. The semifinal round would
see the Indians travel to New Haven where they would win 42-27
and rush for an astounding 470
yards and six touchdowns.
The sectional final game
against Wayne High School in
Fort Wayne would be anything
but ordinary.
Mississinewa would dominate

the game, leading 42-6 in the
fourth quarter when a brawl
between the teams broke out.
It started when a Mississinewa
player hit a Wayne player from
behind after a play and Wayne
players went after the Mississinewa player. It all escalated
from there as coaches and officials attempted to break the fight
up. The game was called then
and Mississinewa advanced. The
cause for the fight is not known.
The Indians would suffer a similar fate to Eastbrook in the regional round against Northridge.
Northridge would stop Mississinewa’s rushing attack all night
long en route to a 25-7 win.
Northridge would go on to be
the runner-up in the 4A class
state championship to Mt. Vernon (Fortville).
echo@taylor.edu

Jason Hubbard

Lauren James
Basketball

Basketball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Senior
Seymour, IN
Compu ter S cience & Math
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Major

(765) 998-7261

Senior
Miamisburgh, OH
Sports Management

Indianapolis Colts

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m

Ava H e n s o n

Funniest Teammate

Dav id S chult e

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

“He Got Game”

“Miracle”

N ew Yo r k K n i c k s
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